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Wrenthorpe Environmental Society

Newsletter 2005

Dear Members

Another year has passed and here is an up-date of our achievements this year.  We were delighted to win the anti-litter cup, £25 and a bench in the WMDC ‘Care for your Town/Village’ Competition for our Wrencare Scheme.  This was Martin Stranex’s brainchild and we wish him and his family much happiness in their new home in Sheffield.

We hope you’ve all received a copy of ‘A Green Oasis’ – a leaflet containing a map and information about Alverthorpe Meadows and Wrenthorpe Park.  This was financed from a grant from the council’s Community Chest and it has been very well received. It was officially launched by Ricki Donner, chairman of Yorkshire Wildlife Trust on July 19th.  

Last year’s talk after the AGM about water voles by Brian Lavelle was very interesting and since then BTCV (British Trust for Conservation Volunteers) have visited the meadows and made the area frequented by water voles more user-friendly – for the voles of course!

In March the mayor, David Atkinson, aided by children from local schools, officially unveiled the kiln outside the village hall watched by our local councillors, representatives from Ibstock Bricks, the local press and GMTV.  So far, it is looking as good as new!

Our annual walk was held in September.  After a nature trail in the meadows, refreshments were served in the village hall – join us next September for a similar event.  

Daffodils have again been planted by Ian Carthew, our bulb-planter extraordinaire.  This spring you should see them around the ‘Wrenthorpe’ sign on Bradford Road.   We have again given donations to both the Spring and Autumn Flower Shows and Wakefield Hospice Autumn Fayre where we had a stall.

In addition we have reviewed planning applications weekly and objected where necessary, we have liaised with the Neighbourhood Action team, Vox, Rights of Way Group, Friends of the Earth, Wakefield Council, the Environment Agency, Wrenthorpe Rangers football club and Silcoates School.  And you were wondering what you got for your £1 subscription?

What Wrens needs is the eyes and ears and ideas of members to guide the committee to do what is needed in Wrenthorpe to improve and maintain our environment.  Please get in touch by whatever means you can, we would welcome your comments.


Jenny Orrell/Adrian Robertson

A Cheap Night Out

You probably avoid going to AGMs either because they are boring or because you want to avoid being asked to do something or both.  However we have to have them and anyway the WRENS AGM is always brief and is followed by an interesting talk with free wine and nibbles.  This year will be no different.  So you have no excuse for not coming along on Wednesday 23rd March for the AGM at 7.15 pm in the Village Hall.

The talk will follow at 7.45 pm and will be given by Richard Bell who has spoken previously to us.  Richard is well known as a naturalist, artist and writer.  This year his talk is entitled ‘Sketchbook Sushi or Travels with a sketchbook in The Dales, Peak District, Norfolk, and deepest Normanton.’  Richard will attempt a Rolf Harris by sketching for us as he speaks!  Now where else will you get live art for free?

Do bring your friends.  As non-members, for only £2 they can enjoy the talk, the refreshments and the company.  A cheap night out indeed.

                                                                                            



     Keith Orrell


Care for your Town/Village Competition

On the 19 October 2004, Wakefield District Environmental Action Forum awarded WRENS the WMDC Anti Litter Cup in this year’s Care for your Town/Village Competition. First awarded in 1978, this honour has been won previously by several Parish Councils, two other environmental groups and a school.  This award is given to the entry that has done most to abate litter and promote anti-litter initiatives within its area.

This is a sterling tribute to the Wrencare scheme which is a partnership initiative between the Society and The New Wheel, The Pot Oil, Wrenthorpe Community Association, Wrenthorpe Post Office, Sax for Hair and the South West Yorkshire MH NHS Trust.
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Contributions from these local businesses have kept Wrencare in operation now for over five years paying for a twice weekly clearance of litter from the central areas of our village.

WRENS were also awarded 3rd place in the overall competition and in addition to the cash prizes, the society has been allocated a bench seat, which will be sited in a suitable location for the enjoyment of the community.

 John Coles 
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Do we live in a sustainable community? 

But first what are they?  Well, the one line answer is places where people want to live now and importantly will want to live in the future.  Many people buy or rent the best house they can afford but should they be looking more at whether it is located in a sustainable community?

In January a five year plan from John Prescott for delivering sustainable communities was unveiled.  It suggests that they should be:

· Active, inclusive and safe-fair and tolerant with a strong local culture

· Well run with effective participation and representation

· Environmentally sensitive-considerate of the environment

· Well designed and built-quality of the built and natural environment

· Well connected-good transport to jobs, schools, healthcare, leisure

· Thriving-flourishing and varied local economy

· Well served-with public, private, community and voluntary services

· Fair to everyone including those in other communities

So how does Wrenthorpe shape up?  Well we are in a low crime area and we are represented by three councillors as well as co-opted members on a number of council committees.  And new Local Area Partnerships will soon replace the old area panels.  WRENS has done good work in the last 15 years to protect and improve our environment.  The quality of buildings in Wrenthorpe is good if uninteresting and we do have access to open space.  We are well connected to other places although it is our accessibility, which makes us attractive to developers who could destroy some of the positives about the place.  

Compared to many places we are well endowed with local services-schools, shops, churches, health centre and so on although the facilities for young people are poor.  One of the best things about Wrenthorpe is the local groups, including WRENS which help to make this place a good and hopefully a sustainable one to live in.

Ralph Crouch 



Wrens Strategy 2004-2009

In order to structure the work of the committee and ensure smooth transition when committee members change, an outline strategy was drawn up.   Within the document is a section on what the members want to see us focus on.  Please call, email or write to the committee and tell us what issues you want us to address. 

The central aims of our constitution are to conserve and improve the environment of Wrenthorpe, collaborate with other bodies with similar interests and increase awareness and understanding of environmental issues among residents.

The future of Wrenthorpe and surrounding areas?

Paragon Business Park expansion

As this area expands linking Newton Hill and Wrenthorpe and Wakefield City limits, the definition of Wrenthorpe Village may blur.

There is a proposal to develop land between the dual carriageway from the M1 to the Vine Tree and Bradford Road including the cabbage fields up to Burger King.  The content of this building will include roads, housing, leisure, and some light industrial units.  Wrens committee is looking carefully at the proposals and anticipates objecting on a number of grounds.

M1 Widening – the highways agency is consulting the public about widening the motorway-passing close by to Wrenthorpe.  There are obvious problems with congestion around this busy commuter route.  However, Wrens has put itself forward as a local group who wish to input to the consultation process.

Silcoates School

The governors are planning to sell a tract of land off Toll Bar Lane to be used for housing development.  The money raised from the building of 60-70 new properties near the centre of the Village will be used to develop a new primary school facility and an all-weather sports pitch.  Following the felling of over 100 trees Wrens wrote to the board of governors and requested a liaison group to address issues in a more planned manner.  The liaison groups have proposed several steps to reduce the effects of the developments so far. 

Wrenthorpe Club

There is a planning application pending for 10 houses to be built at the site of Wrenthorpe Working Mens club.  Wrens will review the proposal in light of potential environmental impact.

Adrian Robertson 


Impressions of a Newcomer

I had driven through Wrenthorpe many times but it wasn’t until I came to live here that I appreciated how ‘green’ it was.

‘Green’ in many ways.  We’re always being encouraged to look after our environment and recycle where we can.  I did wonder what the little green container next to my wheelie bin was for.  I learned on ‘Bin Day’ it was for cardboard and paper that could be placed in the box and collected once a fortnight by WMDC for recycling.  How easy is that?  With very little effort I soon had the whole family recycling

To live in a village that has so much open space to offer made me motivated enough to leave the car behind and walk. So armed with the leaflet ‘A Green Oasis’ (produced by WRENS) we explored Wrenthorpe Park and Alverthorpe Meadows.  Being avid wildlife spotters, my son and I lost track of the number of different birds and butterflies we saw.  We’ve seen the park and meadows evolve over the four seasons since we’ve been here and haven’t tired of it at all.  Areas like this are becoming few and far between and we all need this space for different reasons, whether it’s to walk, jog, cycle or play.  Make the most of what it has to offer and you’ll begin to appreciate how lucky we are to live so close to a green haven.

Catherine Yaffe 


And finally, thank you for your support during 2004.  Subscriptions for 2005 of £1 per annum or £10 for life are now due.  If anyone feels able to do the treasurer’s job, we have a vacancy, so phone 210781 for information.

We hope to see you on March 23rd 2005 in the village hall.
Jenny Orrell
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If you can’t get to the AGM why not join us in ‘The New Wheel’


 on Wednesday 13th April (about 8.00 pm)  - this will be an informal, social evening to exchange views and concerns over a drink!! 


 We look forward to seeing many of you there.





Dripping  taps can waste up to 4 litres of water a day 
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Neighbourhood Action





CLEANER PLACES SAFER PEOPLE





Working across the district to improve the environment





Making you feel safe and making the district cleaner and 


more liveable for everyone.


Getting to grips with :


litter / graffiti / flytipping


dog fouling / abandoned vehicles


off-road motor-biking & driving anti-social behaviour


out of our communities





0845 8 506 506 506


Open 24 hours a day 
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Dripping  taps can waste up to 4 litres of water a day 











