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Saturday Club
[image: image6.wmf]The next Saturday Club will be on 3 October at Sunbeams Children’s Centre, Lupset from 10-12 as usual.  
This month is a special occasion because we have an interactive entertainment extravaganza from Shabang! 
Printer cartridges
We are now collecting used printer cartridges for recycling, which makes money for the group.  They need to be original rather than refilled cartridges.  If you have any, Neil Courtman will be collecting them at Saturday clubs from now on.  Thank you!!
Celebration Corner!!
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Well done to Nina Allen for getting a certificate for climbing 10 metres at level 3 – what a star!! 

[image: image8.wmf]Nina goes to a group called Rock Monkeys at Huddersfield Sports Centre which is open to children with special needs over 6 years old.  They provide hour long evening sessions with only four children per session.  For info call the centre on (01484) 223630.
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Congratulations to James Tulley who started Kings School mainstream high school this term. James, you look

very handsome!!
Mulberry Club
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The Mulberry Club, based at Havercroft Sports Centre, is for young people aged between 7 and 16 who have physical and/or learning disabilities.  It provides opportunities to play games, have fun and improve mobility and social skills.
All children must be accompanied during the Monday evening sessions, which cost £1.50, but parents and carers will have the opportunity to relax in the lounge with refreshments.
For more information or to register a child, call club co-ordinator Gail Tombs on 07984 074232.
Website redesign

We are in the process of getting ourselves a new website.  For those of you who haven’t seen the current one, the address is at the bottom of the page.  If anyone has any ideas of things they would like to see on the new website, let Andrea know (contact details below).
We are setting up our own Facebook group!  [image: image2.png]


It’s intended to be a forum where our parents can swap ideas, ask for advice, sound off about the world, show off about their kids and generally have a natter, in between Saturday Clubs!  We have kept it as a closed group, so only people directly associated with our group can join – this is so we can share photos and details of our kids.  If you are on Facebook and would like to join, you’ll need to become a friend of one of the administrators Andrea Arnold, Emma Juckes, Alison Brown or Amanda Courtman (search for mandymooac) initially.  If you want to know more, ask any of the above at Saturday Club.
Additional Child Trust Fund payments for children receiving Disability Living Allowance
From April 2010 the Government will contribute £100 every year to the Child Trust Fund accounts of any child born on or after 1 September 2002, in receipt of DLA at any time in 2009/10, with severely disabled children (those on the higher rate) receiving £200 per year. 
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More than half of families with disabled children are not claiming DLA and are missing out on vital benefits.  It is crucial that all families with disabled children who are eligible for DLA make a claim, and those whose children are seven and under in September this year will then also receive the significant annual payment to their Child Trust Fund.

It is understood that the information about DLA will be picked up on the Child Tax Credit application form where there is a question about DLA and DLA Higher rate.

Those not receiving Child Tax Credit or income support will need to contact the Child Trust Fund directly.  Their helpline number is 0845 302 1470 or the website is www.childtrustfund.gov.uk.

The Down’s Syndrome Association has Benefit Advisers who can offer further advice. Tel: 0845 230 0372 

Keyworker job vacancies
Our group has been consulting with the Local Authority for seven years about having key workers for families with children with special needs. They are recruiting for these posts now!  It 
would be great to have a key worker who knows lots about Down's syndrome!!
The deadline has been moved to 29 September and details of the posts are on the following link: http://www.kids.org.uk/information/103228/key_worker/
Grant schemes   
Cerebra

Cerebra grants are to help children who have disabilities because of a brain related condition or injury. The condition may be a physical nature and/or a learning disability.
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Grants are given for equipment or resources not available from statutory agencies, such as specialist car seats, therapies, sensory toys or tricycles, that will improve the child’s quality of life. More information can be found on their website http://www.cerebra.org.uk/grants/
Family Fund

The Family Fund helps around 50,000 families a year with severely disabled children to have choices and the opportunity to enjoy ordinary life.

Grants are given to low-income families for things that make life easier and more enjoyable for the disabled child and their family, such as washing machines, driving lessons, attraction tickets, hospital visiting costs, computers and holidays.

The Family Fund has also launched a new free website www.familyfundextra.org.uk which gives families of disabled children and young people online discounts from leading high street names such as Comet, Argos, Haven Holidays and Stone Computers. Extra also enables anyone at all to help disabled children while shopping online. One click takes you to Amazon, M&S and a hundred other sites. You pay the same and they give the Family Fund a small commission.[image: image3.png]
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If you have any news to share, contact Andrea on 07814 367594 or andrea@bignews.co.uk
See our website: www.wdco.org/site/Wakefield-District-Downs-Syndrome-Support-Group

