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Wakefield & District Down’s Syndrome Support Group

Newsletter: October 2009

Saturday Club
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The next Saturday Club will be on 7 November at Sunbeams Children’s Centre, Lupset from 10-12 as usual. Come and join us for the last Saturday get-together this year – the next one will be our Christmas party!! 
Celebration Corner!!
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Happy birthday to our star on the slide, Finlay Brown, who will be 3 this month! 
Please let us know more of the children’s birthdays so we can celebrate! (
Special thanks to Lee Smith!!
Lee Smith and eleven of his friends did an amazing 89-mile bike ride from Upton to Filey, backed up by a full team of enthusiastic supporters and finished with everybody enjoying a well deserved social evening.  They raised just over £4,000 for our group.  Thanks to Lee, Hayley and all those who contributed to their success!!
Our group gets a mention in the DSA’s Journal!
Well done to Ann-Marie Sheard who had an article about her event for Down’s Syndrome Awareness day in March (raising money for our group) published in the DSA’s Journal, along with pictures of some of our children. 
Bowled over!!
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On 20 September, members of our group got together for an afternoon bowling – a great time was had by all!  Thanks to Amanda for organising it (  
[image: image7.wmf]Toby and Natasha were bowled over by how much fun it was.
Facebook group update
The group is growing!!  We now have 16 members, and discussion topics have been started – we’ve been discussing lights on at night, and shoe problems!
The group is intended to be a forum where our parents can swap ideas, ask for advice, sound off about the world, show off about their kids and generally have a natter, in between Saturday Clubs!  If you want to know more, ask Andrea Arnold, Amanda Courtman, Emma Juckes or Alison Brown at Saturday Club, or email andrea@bignews.co.uk.
Trouble with internet links?
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There are usually links to web sites included in this newsletter - if you receive this newsletter by post and don’t have internet access, please feel free to call Andrea (contact details at the bottom of the newsletter pages) and I will try to arrange an alternative way of getting documents and information to you.  We don’t want anyone to miss out!!
It’s that time of year already...
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The Makaton web site (www.makaton.org) has a fab free downloadable template for making Christmas cards using Makaton symbols – well worth a look.
They are also selling Christmas cards with the symbols and they have downloadable guides to Christmas carols with the Makaton signs. 

Mr Tumble is back!!

[image: image10.wmf]Makaton are currently working with the BBC filming a new series of Something Special! The programmes are expected to be televised in the Spring.

Resource for transition


Mencap has launched a new online guide to transition for parents and carers whose son or daughter is moving from school to adult life.
The guide is full of top tips and advice, and covers everything from transition reviews at school to getting the right support, planning for future health needs and leaving home.

Go to www.mencap.org.uk/transitionguide 
Free Educational Resources!!
Priory Woods School in Middlesbrough have an excellent collection of education resources on their web site, including worksheets, curriculum documents and lesson plans suitable for teaching staff, and lots of interactive musical activities.  These are free to download online.  A lot of the resources are suitable for home use and are really good fun – well worth a look!

www.priorywoods.middlesbrough.sch.uk
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Calling all photographers!

The DSA is launching My Perspective, the first ever photography competition for

people with Down’s syndrome.  They are looking for children or adults to send in images of their friends, family, pets, places they’ve visited or anything else that interests them! The images can be uploaded to their web site or you can download the entry form from the site and send it in with the photos.
The winning image will become a permanent part of the Shifting Perspectives touring exhibition.  

http://www.downs-syndrome.org.uk/fundraising/shifting-perspectives/my-perspective-photographic-award.html

Parliamentary action group

An All Party Parliamentary Group (APPG) on Down's syndrome has been launched to inform MPs and Lords about many of the issues facing people with Down's syndrome and their families, and ways in which policy changes can improve their quality of life.
The group is seeking to establish two national working groups. The first will identify national best practice standards in healthcare, early intervention, education, adult social support and employment and work to ensure that they are put into practice across the country.

The second working group will formulate a cohesive strategy for public research funding and seek improved funding allocations for Down syndrome research, more fairly comparable to those allocated to other conditions.  UK public funding for Down syndrome research is less than £400,000 each year – barely £10 for each person with Down’s syndrome in the UK.[image: image12.wmf][image: image2.png]
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If you have any news to share, contact Andrea on 07814 367594 or andrea@bignews.co.uk
See our website: www.wdco.org/site/Wakefield-District-Downs-Syndrome-Support-Group

