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Wakefield & District Down’s Syndrome Support Group

Newsletter: May 2009

Saturday Club
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The next Saturday club will be on June 6th at Sunbeams Children’s Centre, Lupset from 10-12 as usual.  
Come along for a cuppa!

FLAMINGOLAND – 

SUMMER TRIP!
Our big summer trip will be to Flamingoland on 1 August this year.  It is funded by Days Out and is free to us.
You can either go on our coach or make your own way there.  We meet for a picnic at lunchtime and then families are free to spend time around the park and zoo.

[image: image5.wmf]To book a place, call Alicia Tulley on 07805 792021  or email a.tulley@sky.com

Please note, this trip is only available to families who have a child with Down’s Syndrome, and places are first come, first served!
CELEBRATION CORNER!

[image: image6.wmf]Well done to Tia Speight, who is 9 years old, who achieved a bronze level at North Kirklees special gymnastics club’s annual competition, and her friend Nina Allen, who’s almost 9, who got a silver.
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And Beth Courtman recently got an award for good behaviour and good work at school – well done Beth!!

SPORTS CLUB
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There are places available for children and their siblings for the Sports Club.  The club meets twice a month at Minsthorpe Community College from 10 - 11 am and is aimed at children between 5 and 16 years.  
The dates for the next set of 5 sessions are 
9th and 23rd May, 13th and 27th June and 11th July.  The costs are £2 per session.  
Martin Stringfellow is a qualified CRB-checked coach who provides coaching on a range of different sporting activities on a rotation basis.  These include basketball, football, cricket, apparatus and hockey, amongst others.  If anyone is interested, contact Alicia Tulley on 07805 792021 or by e-mail a.tulley@sky.com
 
DONCASTER ROVERS – ABILITY COUNTS
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Doncaster Rovers Football Club run free coached football sessions for anyone aged 5-16 with disabilities and their families.  
The sessions are on Saturday mornings, from 10-12 at Keepmoat Stadium, Doncaster – wear shinpads, moulded boots or trainers and bring a drink!

For more information contact Richard Bailey on 01302 764 663.
DOWN’S SYNDROME AWARENESS WEEK 8-14 June
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The Down’s Syndrome Association are marking the Awareness Week with a campaign called Tell It Right, Start It Right about the quality of the information given to parents after a prenatal or postnatal diagnosis of Down’s Syndrome.

They want the Government to make it law that accurate and up-to-date information and support is available to parents when they are told their baby has Down’s Syndrome. 
In the US it's now law that up-to-date, evidence-based information is provided, together with contact information regarding support services. This must include information hotlines specific to Down's Syndrome or other prenatally or postnatally diagnosed conditions, resource centres, national and local peer support groups, and other education and support programmes.
There is information regarding the campaign on the Down’s Syndrome Association’s website and a link to their online petition 
http://petitions.number10.gov.uk/TellItRight/ 
BARNARDO’S LEISURE INCLUSION PROJECT – NEW SERVICE!

Barnardo’s can support disabled children and young people to attend mainstream leisure activities of their choice in their area. Activities include Rainbows, Brownies, Guides, Cubs, Scouts, Drama, Athletics clubs, Gymnastics, Youth clubs – but they are open to suggestions!
BARNARDO’S LEISURE INCLUSION PROJECT (cont)

They can:

· Search for activities of your choice in your area;
· Support organisations within the local community to understand disability issues and provide an inclusive environment;
· Support and advise young people, their parents/carers and the leisure providers.
Any young person who has a diagnosis of a disability can refer themselves to the service.  Barnardo’s also take referrals from parents/carers or associated professionals.

[image: image11.jpg]



They will make contact with the family and the providers of the chosen activity and then trained sessional workers will support the young person to take part in the group activities for up to twelve weeks.
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They keep regular contact and ensure that young people are safe, enjoying their time and making a positive contribution. They also provide training to service providers.
For more information, contact Karan McGrath (administrator) or 01924 239250, or karan.mcgrath@barnardos.org.uk[image: image13.jpg]
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If you have any news to share, contact Andrea on 07814 367594 or andrea@bignews.co.uk

