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Wakefield & District Down’s Syndrome Support Group

Newsletter: June 2009

Saturday Club
[image: image5.wmf]The next Saturday Club will be on July 4th at Sunbeams Children’s Centre, Lupset from 10-12 as usual.  
Come and join us!!
Our library is now at every Saturday Club, and there are lots of useful books and DVDs that you can borrow for free.
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Flamingoland – 

Summer Trip!
We have had a good response for our fab summer trip to Flamingoland on 1 August, and there are now only limited spaces left – you can still book a place, by calling Alicia Tulley on 07805 792021  or email a.tulley@sky.com

The trip is funded by Days Out and is free to us.  You can either go on our coach or make your own way there.  We meet for a picnic at lunchtime and then families are free to spend time around the park and zoo. 
Playbuilder and Aiming High Capital meeting

Wakefield has £1.1million Playbuilder funding for 22 play areas in the Wakefield District over the next two years.  They are planning to join this funding stream, with the funding from the government’s Aiming High programme, which has a focus on the development of short breaks for disabled children. Together, the funding streams are planned to merge to provide inclusive equipment within as many of the Playbuilder sites as possible, and to develop three flagship inclusive play sites.

There is an information and engagement meeting on Thursday 9 July from 12.30 until 3 p.m. at St Swithuns Community Centre, Arncliffe Road, Eastmoor for anyone with an interest.  Lunch will be provided.
Recognising Fathers
A new report has been published by the Foundation for People with Learning Disabilities called 'Recognising Fathers: A national survey of fathers who have children with learning disabilities'. 
It describes how many fathers want to be more involved in the raising and caring of their offspring; more than 90% felt their involvement had a positive impact on their child's development. Yet policies and practices in health and social care, as well as employment, focus primarily on mothers as carers. This often leads to fathers struggling to combine their caring roles with employment, and to stress related illness.
See the web site www.learningdisabilities.org.uk for the full report or contact them at Sea Containers House, 20 Upper Ground, London, SE1 9QB
Swimming sessions 

We are considering the possibility of organising swimming sessions for children from the Group – please contact Andrea on andrea@bignews.co.uk[image: image7.wmf] or 07814 367594 so we can get an idea of how many people are interested and what they would like.
Legoland Live! My First Festival on 18 and 19 July
A fun festival which the whole family can enjoy together takes place over two days at Legoland in Windsor.  The festival is included in the price of the normal Legoland tickets.
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The children’s acts headlining the show include Justin Fletcher (Mr Tumble), George Sampson, Carrie and David Grant, Fireman Sam, Bob the Builder and Fifi and the Flowertots.  There will also be a circus skills workshop and other activities in their arena.
Some useful inventions...

Dusky Moon Dream Tubes

Dream Tubes® are a revolutionary bed guard that can help aid the transition from a cot to a bed, and also solves the problem of children falling out of bed. 
The portable, washable guard consists of a fitted sheet which has two integral pockets which contain sturdy inflatable tubes, on either side of the bed.

See the web site www.duskymoon.com 

BuckleSafe! seatbelt covers

BuckleSafe! is a car seatbelt button cover that has been designed to prevent the accidental or deliberate release of car safety belt buckles.  It clicks over the buckle, covering the button, and can be released easily by an adult by squeezing the sides together.
See the website www.bucklesafe.co.uk
News article about having a child with special needs
Sam Carlisle, the Executive Features Editor from The Sun, recently wrote a really good article about her daughter Elvi who has a rare syndrome.  http://www.thesun.co.uk/sol/homepage/woman/parenting/2473101/Sun-woman-speaks-about-having-a-special-needs-child.html
Sam also writes a regular blog about children with special needs, and she includes a letter she wrote to an eye clinic about the state of their service which maybe some of us can relate to. See the June 1st entry. http://www.thesun.co.uk/sol/homepage/woman/parenting/someonespecial/2361639/MPshospital-complaintsJim-Carreyautismdisabilitywheelchairriding-for-disabled.html 
DownsEd See and Learn kits
Ready-to-use See and Learn Language and Reading kits are now available to buy online from Down Syndrome Education International.  The programme is also available to download and print for free from their web site www.see-and-learn.org.
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The first three steps in the programme teach early vocabulary using carefully structured activities. The activities present visual language teaching techniques using clear pictures and written words. 
The activities are based on research showing significant benefits from visual approaches and the use of early reading to teach language and improve memory and later academic achievement. 
First Word Pictures teaches the first 60 words using pictures and matching and selecting activities.
First Written Words uses reading as a support to language development introducing 16 written words and 34 two key word phrases, and More Word Pictures teaches a further 55 words using pictures and matching and selecting activities.
Information Network

Wakefield have started a new Information Network.  They are keen to build this up to help them learn about the numbers of disabled children in the area to help with their planning - but in return, to send out up to date information and a regular newsletter. A membership form is attached to the email version of the newsletter, or contact Andrea on andrea@bignews.co.uk or 07814 367594 for a printed copy of the form.
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If you have any news to share, contact Andrea on 07814 367594 or andrea@bignews.co.uk

