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Wakefield & District Down’s Syndrome Support Group

Newsletter: August 2009

Saturday Club
[image: image4.wmf]The next Saturday Club will be on 5 September at Sunbeams Children’s Centre, Lupset from 10-12 as usual.  
Come and join us!!
Summer picnic!
[image: image5.wmf]Some of our families are getting together for a picnic at Hemsworth Water Park – meeting in Playworld at 12 on Friday 28 August.  

Everyone is welcome - if anyone wants to join us, just turn up!  Bring a bucket and spade for the little ones.  There’s plenty to do for all ages, with a separate adventure playground for older children. 
Down’s Syndrome Association Shifting Perspectives: coming to a town near us!
Since 2005, Shifting Perspectives has brought together the work of eleven photographers who have a personal connection with Down's Syndrome. 
This exhibition examines the lives of people of all ages with Down's Syndrome, their connection to the photographers and the changes throughout the course of their lives. 

The exhibition is completely free of charge, and is at the Dean Clough Gallery in Halifax HX3 5AX from Saturday 6th June until Sunday 4th October (open from 9a.m. until 5 p.m. daily).  The exhibition will also be at The University of Leeds, Charles Thackrah Building, Woodhouse Lane LS2 9JT from Monday 5th to Monday 19th October (open 10a.m. until 5 p.m.).
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The group has organised a free bowling trip for our families – come and join us!

We will be at Bowlplex, at Xscape at Castleford at 2 p.m. on Sunday 20 September.  Contact Amanda Courtman to book a place – acourtman@googlemail.com or 07956 869952.

Dates for your diary - Christmas parties!!

We know it’s still August but...

The Christmas event for adults this year is set for Saturday 12 December at Normanton Golf Club. This is a fantastic chance for us to have a night off and enjoy ourselves!!  We need numbers quickly for this one - to book your place, please contact Sue Hodgson by 20 August. Mobile: 07924 223185 or email hiimhome@hotmail.com.
[image: image7.wmf]The kids Christmas party this year will be on Saturday 5 December (in place of December’s Saturday club) at the Alice Bacon Community Centre in Normanton – more details to follow nearer the time.
Jenny Jones Memorial Netball Tournament
We are again indebted to Rachel and Pat Shakespeare for organising the Jenny Jones 
Memorial Trophy and donating the proceedings to our group.


This is a fantastic event which has been running for a number of years and which goes from strength to strength. There are now two separate competitions running side by side in order to cope with (cont over...) 

the number of teams involved.  

[image: image8.wmf]In recent years the event has been named after Jenny Jones who was an important member of Rachel and Pat's family and who happened to have Down's Syndrome. We know that Jenny is deeply missed by all the family and we are honoured to be the beneficiaries of this event.

The event raised £580.53 and we would like to thank all the players and volunteers for their efforts.

Flamingoland summer trip
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Saturday 1 August saw nearly 130 of us (2 full coaches and numerous cars) descend upon Flamingo Land for our summer trip.

A great day was had by all despite the less than perfect weather- at least no-one got sunburnt!

A massive thanks to Alicia Tulley for both organising the trip and for securing the funds from Daytrippers and the Joseph Harrison Trust which enabled us to fully finance the coaches and the entrance fees.

   

Also a massive thanks to Russ Juckes for once again providing a mountain of food from Asda and their suppliers. There was enough food to feed all of us plus 2 coach drivers and a portly gentleman who we didn't know but who looked like he enjoyed a good lunch. This still left plenty of food for everyone to take something home for supper!

And thanks to all of you for making it worthwhile!!

See you all next year!!
Beautiful Octopus Club night

[image: image10.wmf]This night out is run by and for people with learning disabilities – the theme is ‘An Invitation to the Ball’. The entertainment will include DJs, live music, open mic and interactive dance sessions.  There will also be a creative arts area, face painting and shoulder massage to chill out.  
The event is on Tuesday 8 September from 7-11p.m. at Leeds University Union and is for over 18s only (as alcohol is on sale).  Tickets cost £6 each. Tickets are limited and can be booked in advance at West Yorkshire Playhouse Box Office on 0113 213 7700.
Schools to be assessed on special needs support

Children's Secretary Ed Balls has announced plans to change the law on inspections so schools are assessed on how they support children with special educational needs and disabilities.

He also plans to give greater rights to  parents unhappy with their child's statement of SEN, offering them more say over the objectives set for their child.

Brian Lamb, who has conducted a review of SEN services for the Government, recommended a change in the law to bring about improvements in this area.  The Government accepted his recommendation that the law be changed to oblige Ofsted to report on the quality of the education provided for disabled children and those with SEN; and to provide a right of appeal
for parents if a local authority decides, after a review, not to amend a child's SEN statement - the legal document setting out what special needs a child has and the help they should have.[image: image11.jpg]
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If you have any news to share, contact Andrea on 07814 367594 or andrea@bignews.co.uk

