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Wakefield & District Down’s Syndrome Support Group

June 2007 Newsletter


Saturday Club
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Our next Saturday Club will be on 7th July 2007. We will be at Lupset Children’s Centre from 10am to 12pm. Come along for a chat and lots of things for the children to do. It will be Beth’s Birthday so we will play some party games and have a cake!
SUMMER TRIP
[image: image4.wmf]Our summer trip this year is on Sunday 5th August to Flamingoland. The trip is FREE and includes transport, by coach, to the park and the entrance fee. We usually have a picnic together and then families are free to go and enjoy the rides and attractions on their own. We need to book as soon as possible, so please contact Alicia on 07805 702021 by the end of June if you are interested.
CINEMA TICKETS
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The Card Network is a scheme offering cards which entitles the holder to one free ticket for a person accompanying them to the cinema. 
To apply a person will need to be in receipt of Disability Living Allowance (or Attendance Allowance) at any rate or be a registered blind person. Cards are valid for 3 years and a £5 processing fee applies. 90 % of
UK cinemas are supporting the scheme, from large chains like Showcase, Cineworld and independents also. There is no age restriction on the cardholder, and cards are valid for all screenings. For more information ring 0845 123 1295 or go to
www.ceacard.co.uk
NETBALL TOURNAMENT
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Each year a netball tournament is organised by Rachel Shakespeare in memory of a relative who had Down’s Syndrome. The funds raised are donated to our group, to enable us to continue our work.

This year there will be face painting and a bouncy castle, as well as the usual cake and tombolla stalls. If you would like to go along it is being held at Minsthrope High school on Saturday 23rd June 9.30am to 2.30pm
WAVING NOT DROWNING
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An organisation called 'Working Families' run a project called 'Waving not drowning' which provides advice for parents
of disabled children who want to work  For more information call  020 7253 7243 or see http://www.workingfamilies.org.uk/asp/family_zone/f_disability.asp

FLEXIBLE HOURS FOR CARERS
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From this April new legislation gives employees with caring responsibilities the right to request flexible working from their employers. Examples of flexible working are earlier starting and finishing times or working 35 hours over four days instead of five. Around 2.6 million carers are set to gain from the new law. 'Carers UK' has produced a new booklet for carers explaining the new rights and also new information to help employers understand the new law. You can download the free guide 'Employees Guide To Work And Caring'at:
 HYPERLINK "http://www.carersuk.org/Employersforcarers/EmployersPack2007/Downloads" \t "_blank" 

http://www.carersuk.org/Employersforcarers/EmployersPack2007/Downloads
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CARERS CAMPAIGN

New research from Carers UK shows almost three-quarters of people are financially worse off since becoming a carer. This is in stark contrast to the £57 billion contribution carers make to the economy each year. You can help by pledging your support for the Carers UK campaign. Please complete the form on the Carers UK website and Carers UK will deliver your message to Gordon Brown.
http://www.carersuk.org/Newsandcampaigns/Shortchanged/TellGordonBrown Over a million people are caring unpaid for family and friends for more than 50 hours a week. For many this makes it impossible to live a normal life to get or keep a paid job or just enjoy their retirement. In return all carers can expect is Carer's Allowance of just £48 per week. Benefit rules mean some, especially those over 65, even miss out on this.
FREE FAMILY SWIMMING SESSION

[image: image11.wmf]Our family swimming sessions are always lots of fun. They are held at Minsthorpe Swimming Pool and are FREE.

The next session will be on Sunday 19th August, not 5th August as previously advertised. Come and make a splash!

DON’T FORGET
Colours of the rainbow Parents group at the Castle children’s centre Thursday 12.30 to 2.30pm.
THE LEARNING DISABILITY COALITION

Please would as many of you as possible sign the 'Learning Disability Coalition' petition at: http://www.learningdisabilitycoalition.org.uk/ouraims.asp
The Coalition (of which DSA is a founding member) was recently formed to make sure there is enough public funding for people with a learning disability so they have the same life chances and choices.

HELP!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
[image: image12.wmf]We need new people to join our very informal committee. We meet one evening a month, have a take away and plan activities for the group. Anyone is welcome. For the date of the next meeting contact me on 07956 869952 or amanda@courtman.orangehome.co.uk
BALL POOL SESSIONS
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Wakefield group for Autism have invited all children with special needs to join them at Alphabet Zoo on the 2nd Tuesday of every month 6pm to 7.30pm. Enjoy the fun at the reduced entrance fee of £2.95 per child. 
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Sat 23rd June Netball Tournament
Sat 7th July Saturday Club
Tues 10th July Alphabet Zoo
Sun 19th July Family Swim[image: image1.png]









