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Our next Saturday Club will be on 2nd June 2007. We will be at Lupset Children’s Centre from 10am to 12pm. Come along and relax in the sensory room!
MIND THE GAP
[image: image4.wmf]Mind the Gap, one of the UK's leading theatre companies working with learning disabled artists, is working in partnership with Mount View Academy of Theatre Arts to run Staging Change - a training course in acting skills, which will run from September 2007 to July 2008. Staging Change offers students the chance to train with a professional theatre company, to work with top national drama schools in England and the opportunity to pursue a professional acting career.  The course is for learning disabled actors over 19 years old, who have worked professionally or had some drama training. Deadline for applications is 18th May. Auditions on Fri 25th May in West Yorkshire or 1st June in London.
For more information contact Vicky on 01274 544683 or vicky@mind-the-gap.org.uk
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Hearing Information
The DSA  now have a stock of the new booklet 'Information For Families: Down's Syndrome And Childhood Deafness' (DSA, DSMIG & National Deaf Children's Society).If you would like a free copy, email Victoria Clark with details of your postal address or ring the DSA on 0845 230 0372 Email: victoria.clark@downs-syndrome.org.uk
Sibs
[image: image6.wmf]Sibs are a registered charity, for people who grow up with a brother or sister with special needs, disability, or chronic illness. There are at least 2 million of these siblings in the UK. Many siblings need support and information at different stages of their lives. Growing up with someone with special needs can be very rewarding and very difficult at the same time. When someone in the family needs a huge amount of help and support, this can have a negative impact on the other family members. The single biggest issue for child siblings is not getting enough attention from their parents. For adult siblings the biggest issue is worrying about who will care for their brother or sister when their parents are no longer able to. The purpose of Sibs is to make a positive difference to the lives of siblings - to make growing up with someone with special needs a bit easier. For more details call 01535 645453 or go to www.sibs.org.uk
Swimming Lessons
The swimming lessons are a great success! 

[image: image7.wmf]The instructor, who is qualified to teach children with special needs, makes the lessons fun and goes at the right pace for our children.

They are held at Minsthorpe Swimming Pool on Tuesday’s 4.15pm to 4.45pm and cost £4.20 per child per session. Siblings are welcome too.
Contact Alicia on 01977 646868 to book a place.
The FREE family swim will be on 3rd June 11.30am -12.30pm at Minsthorpe Swimming pool.
COLOURS OF THE RAINBOW
[image: image8.wmf]The time for the parents group has changed. It is now 12.30pm to 2.30pm, at the Castle Children’s Centre. The group is open to any parent of a child with special needs, but you don’t have to bring your child if they are at school. See you there! 
eYE DROPS FOR EYE TESTS
[image: image9.wmf]One of our parents raised a concern about the eye drops used to dilate our children’s eyes, during eye examinations. I contacted the Down’s syndrome Association and this was their reply:
Q: Are atropine eye drops dangerous for children with Down’s syndrome?

A: No. Atropine eye drops are used to dilate the pupil during eye exams and also to treat the conditions amblyopia, esotropia and strabismus. Children with Down’s syndrome seem to have a greater dilation in response to atropine and the dilation appears to last longer as well. However, there is no evidence that atropine eye drops has any effect on the body beyond the eyes. These days we tend not to use atropine but tropicamide which is shorter acting.
I hope this has cleared the situation up.

HEALTHY LIVING CENTRE
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The Glasshoughton Healthy Living Centre runs activities for parents and children, every day of the week. They range from Adult education classes you attend with your child to Health walks and Mini Movers!

For more details contact Rachel on 01977 511234.

YELLOW MOON
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YELLOW MOON has a catalogue and website which offers groups the chance to raise funds without the usual hard work. They have hundreds of great value products to keep children entertained and help their development. All you need to do is ask me for a catalogue or go online and order at www.yellowmoon.org.uk. Your products will be delivered directly to your address and cash back is sent to our group by quoting source code SWA1457.
DOWN’S SYNDROME AWARENESS WEEK
Awareness Week this year will be 4th-10th June. Each year, we aim to use Down’s syndrome Awareness Week to:
-highlight a particular issue and campaign for action
-increase public awareness and understanding of the condition in general
-raise much-needed funds to enable us to continue our work
If you need any sponsor forms for an event you would like to organise, contact me on Contact me on 07956 869952 or amanda@courtman.orangehome.co.uk
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Sat 2nd June Saturday club
Sat 3rd June FREE Family swim

4th – 10th June Awareness week
Thursday’s 12.30-2.30 Parents group at Castle Children’s centre[image: image1.png]









