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Saturday Club
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Shabang will be joining us for the October Saturday club. They always put on a great show and the children can really get involved. So make a note in your diary to be at the Sunbeams children’s centre, Lupset on 4th October 10 til 12. We look forward to seeing you there.

ALPHABET ZOO
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Wakefield Group for Autism have arranged some sessions at Alphabet Zoo. They have kindly invited children from our group to join them. The next session in on the 9th September, 5pm to 7pm and the price is £3.00 per child. Everyone is welcome.
CELEBRATION CORNER
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Here is a picture of Amy Walker, looking stunning before her graduation Prom Night.

She is about to start as a student at Wakefield College. We all wish you every success Amy.

Thomas Raddings now has his 20m swimming badge, which he got at Pisces Swimming School, Ackworth School. He swims there on a Sunday morning in a small mainstream class without extra support. Well done Thomas.
THE BLUE BADGE SCHEME
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The Blue Badge scheme is to help people who have a lot of difficulty getting around, to park where there are parking restrictions, for example, close to shops, public buildings, and so on. A car displaying a Blue Badge driven by a disabled person, or with a disabled person as a passenger, can be parked in some, but not all, parking restricted areas.

To qualify for a Blue Badge the person with disabilities must be aged 2 and over, and:

• be getting the higher rate of the mobility component of Disability Living

Allowance; OR

• be getting war pensioner's mobility supplement; OR

• be using a vehicle supplied by a government department or getting a grant

towards running your own car or invalid trike; OR

• be registered blind; OR

• drive regularly and have a severe disability in both arms; OR

• have a "permanent and substantial disability which causes inability to walk

or very considerable difficulty in walking".

The car does not have to be driven by the disabled person, but the disabled

person has to be in the car - unless they have just been dropped off or are

being picked up.

To make a claim contact your local council. In Wakefield Authority this is 0845 8 506 506 or go to http://www.wakefield.gov.uk/HealthAndSocialCare/CommunityTransport/BlueBadge/default.htm and print off a form.
People with Down’s syndrome, who have a lack of ‘danger awareness’, behaviour issues or some degree of physical development delay, are likely to get a Badge. The rules are not as strict as for Disability living allowance and the form is short and easy to complete.
ANTI-BULLYING GUIDANCE FOR SCHOOLS
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New anti-bullying guidance for disabled children and those with special education needs has been launched. The guidance joins the suite of materials 'Safe to Learn' which look at tackling all forms of bullying. 

For more information visit Web: 

http://www.teachernet.gov.uk/wholeschool/behaviour/tacklingbullying/ 
HAVE YOU JUST STARTED MAKING A CLAIM FOR DLA?
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The DSA have been approached by a TV company, who want to make a 
programme about benefits.  They are looking for people who are just 
starting a claim for Disability Living Allowance, or who are in the 
middle of a first claim for their claim. 

Would you like your experience with the problems of claiming DLA to be 
publicised?  If you are interested, please get in touch with Christina 
Katic, DSA Benefits advisor on 0845 230 0372 or email 
Christina.Katic@downs-syndrome.org.uk. 
Do you have an inspirational story to tell about Down syndrome?
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Julie Cook a freelance journalist for national weekly magazines such as Take a Break, Bella, Woman's Own and Closer, etc would like members to contact her with their story.
If you are interested you can contact her by email on jules_77123@hotmail.com
NEW INCLUSIVE POP GROUP
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Moveable Feast, have created a new inclusive pop group called MiXiT. They are being supported by two great production teams Talentstar and Jal productions. 

They are hoping to make MiXiT a worldwide internet phenomenon so that they can show people with and without disabilities working together in harmony. MiXiT intend to tour later on this year and their debut DVD 
is due shortly. 

Visit their website: 

www.mixitmusic.co.uk 

MONEY, MONEY, MONEY
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The Foundation for People with Learning Disabilities (FPLD) has just produced a new easier read booklet entitled 'Banking on good decisions - How can the Mental Capacity Act help you with your bank, building society or post office account?'. 

This is a booklet about how the Mental Capacity Act 2005 can help people with learning disabilities to deal with their money. It is for people who have a bank account, building society account or post 
office account. It is also for people who want to open an account. 

You can download the booklet free of charge at: 

http://www.fpld.org.uk/publications?EntryId5=30542 
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Contact me on 07956 869952 or acourtman@googlemail.com

