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Wakefield & District Down’s Syndrome Support Group

July 2008 Newsletter


NO AUGUST SATURDAY CLUB
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There will be no Saturday club in August as we will be at Flamingoland!
We will be back at the Sunbeams Children’s centre on Saturday 6th September. See you there!

SPEECH THERAPY VOUCHERS

In 2006, Cerebra began a pilot scheme to [image: image5.png]ajf-?f
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help parents of children with brain related conditions access speech therapy for their child. As the pilot was successful and proved very popular, they have continued the project.

Many families caring for a child with Down syndrome will meet the criteria below and be able to apply for these vouchers.

The criteria are:

· You need to live in the UK and have a child with a brain related condition (learning disability falls under this category).

· The child must be under 16.

· The child should not have had one on one speech therapy for 6 months. (A therapist coming to your child’s school to give some exercises to your child’s teacher or support assistant, doesn’t count as therapy)

· The child should be on school action plus or have a statement. Cerebra will need a reference from school saying therapy would benefit the child.

· If your child is pre school you will need a

· Reference from a professional, e.g. Portage worker, health visitor.

To obtain an application form please ring Alex on 08003281159 or email alex@cerebra.org.uk.

If you are successful you will receive a voucher worth £500 to spend on independent speech therapy for your child.
For more details visit:

http://www.cerebra.org.uk/parent_support/
LET’S BOWL
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Following the huge success of our bowling day last year, we are doing it again!

It will be held on 21st September at Bowlplex in Xscape, Castleford.

The day is FREE and is open to any family with a child with Down’s syndrome.

Places are limited so ring Amanda on 07956 869952 as soon as possible.

TRAINING THIS AUTUMN
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Down Syndrome Support Group Bradford are running the following training courses, delivered by Wendy Uttley.
Training courses due to run this autumn:
• Introduction to Down syndrome, Fri 19th Sept, 9.30 to 12.30pm.
• Signing for children with Down syndrome, Fri 26th Sept followed by Fri 3rd Oct, 9.30 to 11.30 on both days.
• Teaching basic number skills to children with Down syndrome using the Numicon approach, Fri 17th Oct, 9.30 to 12.30 (Numbers 0 to 10)
• Teaching basic number skills to children with Down syndrome using the Numicon approach, Fri 14th Nov 9.30 to 12.30 (beyond 10, including a look at time and money)
• Using the written word and ICT to develop language and communication skills, Fri 28th Nov, 9.30 to 3.00pm
Spring 2009
• The inclusion of children with Down syndrome -expectations of behaviour, Fri 16th Jan, 9.30 to 12.30.
• What time is it? Fri 30th Jan, 9.30 to 3.00pm
For full details and a booking form please contact them on 01274 496573

NEW FONT MAKES READING EASIER FOR PEOPLE WITH LEARNING DISABILITIES

[image: image8.wmf]Mencap have launched a new font designed to help people with a learning disability read more easily. It is called FS Mencap. The letters are larger and more rounded. It should be available to the general public

within the next two months. Visit www.mencap.org.uk/news.asp?id=2321

for more details
WAKEFIELD PLAY DAY

Playday is the biggest annual play [image: image9.png]


celebration in the country and each year thousands of children take part in free play celebrations across the UK.

It is taking place on Wednesday 6th August in Thornes Park Wakefield from 10am to 4pm. 
There will be a wide range of free activities for children and young people up to the age of 18. These include face painting, bouncy castles, DJ mixing, arts and crafts, sumo suits, large garden games, mobile archery, bungee run, grand national (with inflatable horses), jousting, circus skills, live band, straw bales and magician.

There will also be a free shuttle bus running from Wakefield bus station, bay 23 to Thornes Park every hour on the hour 10am till 4pm.
Children, young people and their families will also be able to visit Wakefield Council's swimming pools on Playday where each child can claim a free swim.

If you would like any further information,

please contact Judy Morrisey on

01924 302274 or email

information@wakefield.gov.uk
THE DONKEY SANCTUARY SATURDAY CLUB
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The Saturday Club at the EST Donkey sanctuary is an open visiting time when children are able to ride the donkeys with their brothers and sisters.
It is also a chance relax over a cup of tea/coffee, bring a picnic and meet other parents, carers and supporters.
Saturday Clubs at the Leeds centre are held every second Saturday of the month 10am -2pm. Contact The Donkey Centre on 0113 261 9249, to let them know you are coming.
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We would like to say thank you to Anita Sixsmith, Alicia & Geoff Tulley, Wendy Evans, Alison Taylor and Julie Gibbon for raising £340, at the awareness week stall. We would like to thank them for the huge effort they put in and to everyone who bought something.
GET IN THE ZONE
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The Zone is a leisure facility on St Andrews Road, Huddersfield, just across the river from the Galpharm Stadium. 
During the summer holidays from the 22nd July, Tuesday mornings 9.30am to 10.30 will be exclusively for children with additional needs. For more information ring 01484 484134.
CELEBRATION CORNER
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Congratulations to Finlay Warwick, who has been nominated for the ‘Smiler of the year award at his new school. He will receive his award at the schools version of the Oscars. Well Done Fin.[image: image1.png]
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Contact me on 07956 869952 or acourtman@googlemail.com

