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SATURDAY CLUB
[image: image3.jpg]NHS
choices



The next Saturday club will take place on Saturday 3rd May, at Sunbeams children’s centre in Lupset.

We will be having a toast and toppings morning. The children always enjoy choosing and spreading their own toppings!

Sue and Alicia will also be offering a baby sign taster session.

So come along for a coffee and a chat. There is always a lot for the children to do, inside and out.
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NHS CHOICES
NHS Choices is an online navigator, helping people find the services they need, when they need them. 

From April people can now choose any hospital in the NHS or independent sector for their treatment. People should also be free to choose their GP. 

NHS Choices already provides an unprecedented wealth of information on the health and social care system. This vision describes how NHS Choices will change over the next months and years to give people much more information to help them make decisions about their care. 

For example, people will, for the first time; be able to compare the mortality rates at individual hospitals and the performance of individual surgeons. They will be able to compare the opening hours and performance of GPs. 

NHS Choices is also starting to bring together a range of existing NHS online services for the public so that they can all be accessed in one place. 

Find NHS Choices at www.nhs.uk 
CELEBRATION CORNER
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Every Child Matters




Congratulations to Alfie Juckes for appearing on stage at Wakefield Theatre as part of Jo Barkers School of dance.

GET YOUR MP INVOLVED
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EDCM need you to help urge as many MPs as possible to attend a Parliamentary meeting on disabled children on 6th May. 

The meeting will be an opportunity for your MP to quiz Andrew Adonis, the Minister responsible for disabled children and their families, on the government's plans to deliver 'Aiming High for Disabled Children'. 

To email your MP please go to http://www.edcm.org.uk/mp_meeting 
and click on the link to Take Action! 

Many thanks for your ongoing support for the campaign. 

RELOCATION OF THE SUNSHINE LIBRARY
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The sunshine library has now moved to be incorporated into the Sunbeams children’s centre.

At the next Saturday club, staff will be on hand to register anyone who wants to be able to borrow books.

We will also be using this wonderful space for the babies and older children can access the computers and the internet.

GLUE EAR GUIDANCE
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NICE (National Institute for Health & Clinical Excellence) has recently produced guidance to the surgical management of otitis media with effusion (glue ear) in children. There is a care pathway specifically for children with Down's syndrome within the guidance that was written by DSA's ENT Adviser, Patrick Sheehan. The guidance may be found at: 

http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/index.jsp?action=byID&o=11928 

There is a useful easy read version for quick reference! 

DISABLED FACILITIES GRANT
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A Disabled Facilities Grant is a local council grant to help towards the cost of adapting your home to enable you to continue to live there. A grant is paid when the council considers that changes are necessary to meet your needs, and that the work is reasonable and practical. 

From April 2008 the maximum for Disabled Facilities Grants in England and Northern Ireland has increased from GBP25, 000 to GBP30, 000. Help above this limit might be available under the local authority's discretionary powers. 

Visit the following website for my information: 

http://www.direct.gov.uk/en/DisabledPeople/HomeAndHousingOptions/YourHome/DG_4000642
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HELPING CHILDREN TO HEAR THEIR OWN SPEECH
The Toobaloo is a phone-like device that allows children to hear themselves clearly while speaking softly into it. The design of the Toobaloo magnifies their voice allowing them to hear their sounds and words distinctly. It is available from www.wiseowltoys.co.uk for £5 plus postage. For more information call 01305 266311

CONNEXIONS
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Connexions is for people aged 13-19, living in England and wanting advice on getting to where you want to be in life. It also provides support up to the age of 25 for young people who have learning difficulties or disabilities (or both). 

It offers information on careers, education, health, relationships and housing.
For more information call 01924 371579
Or www.connexions-direct.com
BDF NEWLIFE CHILD AND FAMILY GRANTS
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BDF Newlife Child and Family Grants exist to help children and families who are significantly affected by an inborn condition (birth defect/congenital abnormality). The child and family should be living permanently in the United Kingdom and the child must be under 18 years old at the time of application. Applications may be made by Parents or Primary Carers.

Applications from Health or Social Welfare Professionals on behalf of a child/family are also welcome.
They may be able to help by providing funds, in full or part, for the purchase of:

• Equipment which is specifically related to the care or needs of the child/family where other sources of funding are not available or significant delay will cause worsening or deterioration of a child's condition/welfare. 

• Other support for the child or family which is exceptional in its nature and where other funding is not available, or a significant delay will cause worsening or deterioration of a child's condition/welfare. 
For more details go to www.bdfnewlife.co.uk or call 0800 902 0095

SPACES AT THE SPORTS CLUB
[image: image13.wmf]Alicia has advised me that there are a few spaces available at the sports club.

Children learn skills in football, basketball, gymnastics and much more.

The club is run by our fully qualified sports coach and takes place twice a month at Minsthorpe community college, South Elmsall.

If your child would like to have great fun, while keeping fit call Alicia on 07805 792021[image: image1.png]









Contact me on 07956 869952 or acourtman@googlemail.com

