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SATURDAY CLUB
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The Saturday Club is getting really popular with new families joining us each time. It is great to see our children playing together and families sharing stories and experiences. If you would like to come along the next club is on Saturday 2nd Feb 10-12pm at Sunbeams children’s centre in Lupset. If you need directions just give me a call.

SUPPORT FROM OVERSEAS
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You may like to take a look at the websites of DSA Queensland and DSA Victoria where you may download, amongst many others, the following useful factsheets: 

· Info For Parents Who Don’t Have A Child With DS - DSA Queensland 

· DS - Info For Kids - DSA Queensland 

· Autism And DS - The Importance Of Dual Diagnosis - DSA Victoria - 2007 

· Toilet Training - DSA Victoria - 2007 

· Ideas To Encourage Tummy Play - DSA Victoria - 2007 

· Fun On the Floor - DSA Victoria - 2007 

· Common Learning Characteristics Of Children With An Intellectual Disability - DSA Victoria - 2007 

· Strategies For Children With DS Who Wander - DSA Queensland - 2007 

· Problems Problems Problems - DSA Victoria - 2007 

· Stubbornness - DSA Victoria 2007 

· Growing Up - Puberty And Adolescence In Children With DS - DSA Victoria - 2007 

· A Fathers Feelings - DSA Victoria 2007 

· Where Our Children Learn - DSA Victoria - 2007 

http://dsaq.org.au/page/Information_About_Down_Syndrome 

http://www.dsav.asn.au/Information/articles.html
POPS FAMILY 
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The pops family website now has colouring-in sheets of all the characters in the POPS family. They are for children to have fun with these whilst hopefully improving their fine motor skills! For more information about the POPS family reading scheme and the downloadable resources go to:

www.popsresources.co.uk
MANAGING MONEY
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You can download a free and useful publication entitled 'My Home And Money - Managing Money And Living Independently - A Guide For People Supporting Adults With A Learning Difficulty To Manage Their Money' by Jenny Pannell & Maurice Harker (May 2007) at the 'Housing Options' from the following website: 

 http://www.housingoptions.org.uk/gi_home.html
HANDY HINTS
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'Contact A Family' has recently updated their publication for parents 
'When Your Child Has Additional Needs'. 

This guide should give you some useful pointers to the kind of help 
you may be able to get and the professionals you may come in contact 
with. 

You can download the guide free of charge (along with many other 
useful publications) from: 

http://www.cafamily.org.uk/publications.html
TV CHARACTER WITH DOWN’S SYNDROME 
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Natalie Wilson, an actress with Down’s syndrome, is appearing in a new series on CBBC called 'Summerhill' which she filmed in the summer on location at 'Summerhill' school in Suffolk. (She also appeared in 'Coming Down the Mountain' with Tommy Jessop in September). 

Below are the dates / times / channels when the children's TV series is being screened on the BBC starting on January 21st: 
Ep1: Mon 21st Jan 6pm on CBBC and Wed 23rd Jan 4.30pm BBC1 
Ep2: Tues 22nd Jan 6pm CBBC and Thur 24th Jan 4.30pm BBC1 
Ep3: Mon 28th Jan 6pm CBBC and Wed 30th Jan 4.30pm BBC1 
Ep4: Tues 29th Jan 6pm CBBC and Thurs 31st Jan 4.30pm BBC1 
New club for children with disabilities
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Young people with disabilities have been invited to join a new club. The Mulberry Club, based at Havercroft Sports Centre, is for young people aged between 7 and 16 who have physical and/or learning disabilities.
It provides opportunities to play games, have fun and improve mobility and social skills.
All children must be accompanied during the Monday evening sessions, which cost £1.50, but parents and carers will have the opportunity to relax in the lounge with refreshments.
Sessions for 7 to 11-year-olds start at 6pm and finish at 7pm. Sessions for 12 to 16-year-olds start at 7pm and run until 8pm.
For more information or to register a child, call club co-ordinator Gail Tombs on 07984 074232.
DIRECT PAYMENTS FOR DISABLED CHILDREN
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Direct payments, allow you to arrange care and services yourself, instead of receiving them directly from your local council. They can be made to parents and carers aged 16 or over. This includes people with parental responsibility for a disabled child.

Following an assessment, direct payments can be used for a variety of services which offer your child stimulation, new experiences and independence. These include:

· short breaks 

· nursery placement providing specialist support for you child 

· assistance to attend an activity, for example a youth club 

· personal care

· Employing somebody to provide support for your child, where agreed following an assessment, you can use direct payments to employ a person to provide your child with support.

· Child care services and holiday time

As a parent, or someone with parental responsibility, you should be supported to stay in work, or to return to work, if this is what you want to do.

If you have been assessed as needing help from social services, direct payments may help you make sure you have the right type of after-school or holiday provision to meet the particular needs of your child.

For more information go to www.direct.gov.uk or call Social care direct on 0845 8503 503
CONGRATULATIONS CORNER
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Contact me on 07956 869952 or acourtman@googlemail.com

