7a\
SN\ E

i\“"/‘\ . .
& Parish Councill

ANNUAL REPORT 2008



Page 1

SHARLSTON PARISH COUNCIL
ANNUAL REPORT FOR 2007-08

INTRODUCTION

This is the latest of the Annual Reports to be issued by Sharlston Parish Council and
we trust it will provide an insight into our business and activities over the past
municipal year.

As well as the Chairman's report on the year, it includes some general information
and statistics about the parish. At the time of producing this report, our final accounts
for the year up to 31 March 2008 are not available and, in a change to our previous
practice, we are including the provisional statement of accounts for the year. This is
to give residents a more up-to-date picture of the business, notwithstanding that
there may be some final amendments. It is anticipated that the final unaudited
accounts for 2007-08 will be available to the public in June 2008 and the audited
accounts will be available in October or November 2008.

Sharlston Parish Council, like all other Town and Parish Councils, is faced with a
continuing flow of new legislation and directives. Some, like the Climate Change and
Sustainable Energy Act 2006, give new powers to Town and Parish Councils which
Sharlston Parish Council is studying carefully. Our response to the highly important
climate change issue is set out later in this report.

Parish councillors are the heart of the council. They give their service to the
community on a wholly voluntary, unpaid and totally non-political basis. It is for them
a challenging and at times both exciting and frustrating experience to achieve the
improvements our community deserves. A list of all the Parish Councillors and their
representation on committees and outside bodies is included in the next few pages.

An electronic copy of this report is also available on our website,
www.sharlston.gov.uk . This website, now part of Wakefield District Communities
Online, is regularly updated with all Parish Council minutes and news items.

Lastly, if you have any queries relating to the information contained in this report,
please contact me either by telephone or email.

David Siddans

Clerk to the Council

01924 864204
dsiddans@sharlston.gov.uk

April 2008
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PARISH COUNCILLORS

Parish councillors are available to be contacted with any problem or issue which local
residents may wish the parish council to discuss.

At 31 March 2008, all eleven seats on the council were filled.

June Cliffe 33 Clifton Road 862018
Alexandra Devey 3 The Green 860862
James Goodfellow 41 Eastville Road 865197
Peter Loosemore 54 Weeland Road 864339
Gary Oldroyd 17 Beechfield Drive 224173
Madge Pearson 100 High Street 860486
Sharon Rawlinson 9 Heather View 863903
Christine Shepherd 219 Weeland Road 864347
Kath Shingles 99 Grime Lane 862040
Keith Wager 10 Clifton Road, WF4 1AR 863229
Sheila Ward 205 Weeland Road 864717
Chair Councillor Peter Loosemore

Vice Chair Councillor June Cliffe

CLERK

David Siddans 48 The Green, WF4 1EF 864204

The Parish Council holds eleven meeting a year (there is no meeting in August).
Notices of meetings appear on the notice boards and members of the public are
always welcome to attend.
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PARISH COUNCILLORS POSITIONS ON COMMITTEES AND
OUTSIDE BODIES

Planning Committee

Clir. James Goodfellow Clir Peter Loosemore Clir Alexandra Devey

Finance Committee

Clir. Peter Loosemore Clir. James Goodfellow Clir. Alexandra Devey

Parish Plan Working Group

ClIr. June Cliffe Clir. Peter Loosemore Clir. Alexandra Devey  ClIr. Sheila
Ward Cllr Sharon Rawlinson Clir Christine Shepherd

Yorkshire Local Councils Association Representative

Clir. Alexandra Devey. Cllr Sharon Rawlinson

S.A.N.S. (Sharlston and New Sharlston Development G roup)

ClIr. June Cliffe ClIr. Keith Wager Clir Sheila Ward

Sharlston Community Centre Representatives

Cllr Sharon Rawlinson

Sharlston Community Partnership

ClIr. June Cliffe ClIr. James Goodfellow Clir. Peter Loosemore

Town and Parish Council Liaison Group (Wakefield MD C)

The Chair The Clerk

West Yorkshire Rural Transport Partnership

ClIr Sheila Ward

Sharlston Colliery Liaison Committee

Clir Alexandra Devey ClIr Gary Oldroyd

Featherstone Road Safety Committee Representative

CllIr. June Cliffe

Representation on School Governing Bodies

Sharlston Community School Clir. Peter Loosemore
Normanton Freeston Schools Clir. June Cliffe
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STATISTICS AND INFORMATION

Sharlston Parish Council is a second-tier local government authority within the
Wakefield District. Wakefield Metropolitan District Council (MDC) is the unitary
authority for the area.

There are some 2750 people residing within the parish boundary® of which 2129 are
registered as electors?.

The Parish Precept is collected on the Parish Council's behalf by Wakefield MDC.
For the fiscal year 2007-08 it was set at £16,065. This equated to a sum of £13.16
per year for a Band A dwelling up to £32.89 per year for a band G dwelling®.

Out of the 24 Town and Parish Councils in the Wakefield District, Sharlston ranks
18™ lowest in terms of how much it costs per dwelling to pay for the services
provided. (see the table at the end of this report).

Altogether, there are about 8700 town and parish councils in England which vary
enormously in size, representing populations ranging from less than 100 up to
70,000. Around 80% represent populations of less than 2500.

The main responsibilities of the Parish Council are
Representing the parish with the District Council, central government and various
local, regional and national bodies.
Promoting local projects
Dealing with residents' concerns
Supporting local groups and organisations
Maintaining the Weeland Road playing field
Maintaining the footpath round Sharlston Dam

Monitoring and commenting on planning applications and proposed
developments

Promoting the Parish Plan
Acting in partnership with Wakefield MDC to deliver services

Improving the quality of life and the environment for residents

! Source: Census 2001
% Source: Electoral Register 2008.
® Source: Wakefield MDC: Parish precept levy per band
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THE MUNICIPAL YEAR UNDER REVIEW

STATEMENT BY THE CHAIR OF THE PARISH COUNCIL

It has been a great year to have the honour of being Chair of the Parish Council. At
last things are beginning to get done.

Sharlston now has a play area. | remember walking home with my daughter from
nursery with a group of mums who were bemoaning the fact that here was no play
area in Sharlston. It was a great day when we had our local MP, who is
coincidentally the Secretary of State for Children, Schools and Families, slide down
the newly erected slide. My daughter is now twenty five and far too sophisticated to
take advantage of the play area, but at least twenty yeas later the young children of
Sharlston have somewhere to play.

At last something is happening on the old pit site. It may not be the major scheme
that was proposed a few years ago, but let's hope the finished scheme will make the
next two years of disruption and inconvenience worthwhile for the people of New
Sharlston.

Sharlston School has seen the addition of a Children’s Centre in the grounds of the
existing school. The Centre will provide services for young families from Streethouse,
Crofton and Nostell and Sharlston. It is nice to see Sharlston being the centre for
surrounding communities rather than being on the fringes of services as it has been
so often in the past.

We are still awaiting improvements on the former clinic site. It has been agreed to
bring an access road from Weeland Road to the Health Centre. This will stop people
having to drive through the estate to get access. Hopefully this will be completed in
the next few months.

I would like to give my thanks to Rama who has run the village shop for almost thirty
years. She is now enjoying a well deserved retirement. Rama was a real village
character and is much missed by all generations in the village. Rama, the whole
village says a big thank you for the service you have given to our village.

I would also like to give my thanks to all Parish Councillors who give so much of their
time, for no financial reward, to ensure that Sharlston remains a great place to live.

It s been a great privilege to live in, and represent such a great village. | am sure with
the spirit and commitment that exists throughout the village there is a bright future
ahead.

All the best

Peter Loosemore

March 2008



Page 6

BRIEF SUMMARY OF ACTIVITIES

Annual Parish Open Day

The Open Day way held last year on Tuesday 3 April between 2.30 pm and 8.00 pm.
This continues the successful format established in 2004 which gives as many local
people as possible the opportunity to see what is happening in the parish, give their
views and talk to councillors and others. The Open Day featured displays showing
the work of the council with other exhibits from UK Coal, Neighbourhood Action, the
Energy Efficiency Unit, Sharlston Forever Group and the Neighbourhood Policing
Team. A progress statement on the Parish Plan was displayed. Attendance at the
Open Day was excellent and feedback from residents suggests that it was again very
successful. The format is being repeated in 2008.

Bus Services

The Parish Plan identified concerns at the lack of public transport links between New
Sharlston, Sharlston and Crofton. These have been taken up through our
representative on the newly formed West Yorkshire Rural Transport Partnership with
the aim of setting up a community bus service. This work is actively being pursued.
Meanwhile the Parish Council raised strong objection to the withdrawal of the
180/181 service linking Sharlston, New Sharlston and Normanton, but Metro advised
that there was an insufficient number of people using the service to justify it
continuing.

Christmas Lights

Last year the standard of Christmas lights in the village was generally praised,
although there was disappointment at the limited display in New Sharlston. During
the course of the renewal of the street lights by Amey Ltd, the council has identified
four additional lighting columns for adapting to take Christmas features, including two
extra in New Sharlston. Christmas illuminations in local villages have to be paid for
by the local community, and the cost of adapting the extra columns has been met by
the Parish Council. We look forward to a better display in 2008.

Climate Change

Following the introduction of the Climate Change and Sustainable Energy Act 2006,
the Parish Council has new powers to “encourage and promote” a wide range of local
energy-saving measures. It is already taking steps to reduce energy consumption
and maximise recycling in its own activities and it is looking at what can be done to
reduce the carbon footprint of the Community Centre. Energy savings also lead to
cost savings, particularly with rising fuel costs, so it makes sense for us all to play our
part in combating climate change.

Clinic Site

The Sharlston Community Partnership (on which the Parish Council has
representatives) has been working with Groundwork Wakefield on a scheme to
provide a new access road to the doctors’ surgery from Weeland Road and restore
the remainder of the site. After lengthy delays with highways and planning issues,
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Groundwork Wakefield is expected to complete the access road and landscape the
remainder of the site by April 2008.

The Parish Council is in negotiation with Wakefield District Council to take a lease on
the former library and clinic site so that the area can be safeguarded for community
use in the future. The original scheme for a community building on the site will be
reviewed.

Community Centre

The Community Centre is run by the Management Committee with representation
from the Parish Council. The Parish Council has lent support to initiatives to maintain
classes at the Centre and continues to ensure that the viability of the Centre is
maintained.

Cricket Club (OSCC)

Following the success of the club in the purchase of the ground from St Luke’s
Church, the Council received a presentation on the proposal for a new pavilion. The
Council has made a further donation to the club and will continue to support this
important part of community life.

Derelict Property

The Parish Council has continued to make representations to the District Council to
deal with the problem of the derelict property at no 6 Hammer Lane. The site
currently has planning permission for the demolition of the present building and the
erection of six apartments. Members of the council continue to monitor the situation
and report health and safety hazards as they occur.

District Councillors

The Parish Council has a good working relationship with the three District Councillors
representing Ward 6 (Featherstone and Sharlston). Many of the activities of the
Parish Council require close working with the District Council as well as other
agencies who possess appropriate powers and can often help with funding. As a
routine, one or more of the District Councillors attends all Parish Council meetings
and this helps to co-ordinate our efforts on behalf of the local community.

Floral Displays

The contract for hanging baskets was renewed again for 2008, with the contractor
being responsible for providing brackets on the new street lighting columns. During
2007, the council was successful in obtaining four large planters which are located at
the north end of Cow Lane, the south end of Grime Lane and at the two village
boundary signs on Weeland Road. Members of the council are currently arranging to
maintain these planters.

Footpath round the Dam

Following the completion of the footpath project in March 2006, the Parish Council
has been managing a contract for the annual maintenance of the path and car park
area which includes grass cutting, keeping the path free from weeds and trimming
back overhanging vegetation.
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Footpaths

The Parish Council makes representations to the Rights of Way team at the Town
Hall on any problems associated with footpaths in the parish. It is consulted on all
changes to footpaths such as the recent temporary closure of footpath no 5 over the
former colliery site.

Grants to local groups

As part of its desire to help and support groups and organisations which benefit local
people, the Parish Council has continued with its policy of awarding grants. Any local
group can apply by completing a simple application form, available from the Clerk or
at the Post Office. Groups can apply for one grant in any financial year.

In 2007-08 the following have been awarded grants to support their activities:

Sharlston Male Voice Choir

SANS Luncheon Club

Sharlston Angling Club

Sharlston Keep Fit Group

St Luke’s PCC (for the Church and Community magazine)
Old Sharlston Cricket Club

Sharlston Forever Group

Alice Bacon Memorial Trust

Highway defects

A number of defects to highways, footpaths and signing were reported to the Parish
Council over the year. Several of these have now been dealt with as a result of our
discussions with the Highways Maintenance officers in Wakefield MDC.

Litter bins

The Council is keen to promote a clean and safe environment for the residents of
Sharlston, and a major effort has been made to ensure that there are sufficient litter
bins in the area. Following a number of requests from the Parish Council, some 23
new litter bins have been put up at strategic locations around the parish. Renewing
the street lights has caused some disruption, but members will check that all bins are
back in place when this work is finished.

MP co-operation

Liaison with our MP is considered to be a useful part of the Parish council’s role in
promoting the interests of the community. We have continued the programme of
regular meetings between the Parish Council and the MP to exchange information
about current matters of concern. At the last meeting, other members of the
community were also invited to come along so that the wider concerns of the village
could be aired. The following topics were discussed: the future of library services,
youth issues and the provision of facilities, the health centre, the future of the local
post office, the colliery reclamation scheme and the review of polling stations.

Neighbourhood Network
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The Parish Council is co-operating with the establishment of a new neighbourhood
network for Walton, Crofton and Sharlston which has been set up by Wakefield
District Council. The first meeting was held at Sharlston School in February 2008.
membership of the network is open to all groups or interested individuals in the area.
The purpose is to establish a forum for the exchange of ideas, giving mutual help and
encouragement and possibly pooling of resources.

Parish Plan

Following the launch of the Parish Plan on 17 March 2006, the Parish Council set up
a working group to review progress on the implementation of the action points in the

plan. Several of the items in the action plan have now been achieved and others are
being actively pursued.

Parish Council Web Site

The content of the Parish Council’'s web site: www.sharlston.gov.uk is now included
within the new Wakefield Community Online site. wdco.org contains a vast range of
community based links and is well worth visiting to see what is going on in the
district. The Community Online address is www.wdco.org but the Sharlston site can
still be accessed through the original address.

The site gives all the contact details for the Parish Council as well as minutes of
recent meetings, this annual report and a downloadable version of the Parish Plan.

Our site was recently rated in the top ten of all the sites within the district.
Play Area

After an extremely lengthy legal process, the new play area at the north end of
Fernside was officially opened on 30 November. Ed Balls MP, the local MP (and
Secretary of State for Children, Schools and Families) performed the opening
ceremony attended by members of the council. The play area was promoted by the
Parish Council and funded by Wakefield MDC and WREN which administers the
landfill communities fund.

Post Office

The Parish Council continues to support the Sharlston Common Post Office in the
current uncertainties over the future of local post offices. We are grateful to Phyllis at
the Post office for accommodating Parish Council notices on the notice board outside
the post office. This is a very useful place for informing the public of our meetings
and posting various legal notices.

Playing Field

The Parish Council owns and maintains the playing field on Weeland Road which is
leased to the Sharlston Rovers ARLFC. Our first concern is to ensure the safety of
people using the field, both as players and spectators, and we continue to support
the club in its improvement programme.

Polling Stations
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When Wakefield Council announced a review into polling stations in the district, the
Parish Council supported a proposal to use the community centre on Weeland Road
rather than the school on Hammer Lane, as it is more central and accessible to the
electorate. This, however, was rejected on the grounds that the use of the school is
free to the local authority. Instead, Wakefield proposed to abandon the polling
station at the Miners Welfare Club on High Street on the grounds of poor disabled
accessibility.

The Parish Council objected to the closure of the New Sharlston polling station and
has proposed a scheme for the improvement of the access to the club. On this
basis, the premises will now continue to be used for elections, the next being on 1
May 2008.

Sharlston Colliery Liaison Committee

UK Coal began work on the reclamation scheme in 2007 with extraction of coal
commencing on 7 November. As required in the undertakings given by UK Coal, the
first meeting of the community liaison committee took place on 18 September. The
Parish Council has two representatives on the committee and is keen to ensure that
New Sharlston especially derives maximum benefit from the scheme and from the
community fund which has been established. The fund receives an injection of
money based on the tonnage of coal and red shale at the rate of 10p per tonne.
Following pressure from the Parish Council, UK Coal also undertook to add £10,000
to the fund in lieu of bus stop improvements. The Parish Council will monitor closely
how this fund is administered.

The council also supported the application from UK Coal for a small residential
development on the south west corner of the site which was finally approved in April
2007. An important part of this approval is a condition to install a gas supply for New
Sharlston.

Street Lighting

The Parish Council has channelled various concerns which have arisen with the
renewal of street lights in the parish, through our contacts with Amey and Wakefield
Council’s lighting officers. The renewal programme finishes in March and most
streets should see a noticeable improvement.

Village boundary signs

All six of the new village boundary signs are now in place following the erection of
signs at Crossley Street and West Lane in September.
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The income we received £
Parish Council Precept (via Council tax) 16065
Bank interest 241
Refund of VAT 897

TOTAL 17203

How we spent the money

Staff costs and office expenses 6858
Floral baskets 3344 *seenote 1
Training and conferences 1306
Insurance 1189
Grants to local groups 1185
VAT 1141
Maintenance of playing field 952
Information and publicity 636
Dam footpath maintenance 610
Subscriptions 544
Christmas lights 350
Purchases 341
Play area 205
National Insurance 49

TOTAL 18710 *see note 2

Note 1 Includes both 2007 and 2008 seasonal displays

Note 2 The excess in expenditure is met from balances carried forward.

This is a provisional summary of finances, subject to possible final amendments.
the final unaudited accounts for 2007-08 will be available to the public in June 2008
and the audited accounts will be available in October or November 2008.
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" #

£ Precept band D
South Kirkby 569250 182.80
Hemsworth 428000 111.23
South Elmsall 178125 94.65
Havercroft 44805 77.38
Ryhill 45636 52.94
Ackworth 115000 47.15
South Heindley 25500 44.97
Badsworth 15385 43.10
Thorpe Audlin 11600 38.54
Woolley 14420 37.95
Upton 80600 37.77
West Bretton 5900 29.95
Warmfield 9000 27.27
Normanton 160000 25.64
Walton 28500 24.70
Nostell 2100 23.86
Crofton 42000 22.74
Sharlston 16065 19.74
Sitlington 38000 19.39
East Hardwick 1490 18.17
Notton 6924 16.41
Crigglestone 35000 11.26
Darrington 6031 9.25
Featherstone 14000 3.07

Source: Wakefield MDC Council Tax 2007/08 summary
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Colliery site operations
Hanging baskets
Sharlston play area
Parish open day

New planters



