A Brief History of the Woods

This area of woodland between Walton, Ryhill and Crofton, consists of about 68 hectares, most of which is softwood plantation with a small amount (about 9 hectares) of broadleaf. It has been in existence since 1600 – or earlier – but over the years has changed significantly.
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Originally it was native broadleaf and in the early part of the 19th century some of it became part of what was probably the world’s first conservation area.  Charles Waterton of Walton Hall, a naturalist and explorer, built a high wall around his estate for the protection of the wildlife within.  He also built six watchtowers in order to observe the birds and animals in their natural habitats.  

The Wakefield - Barnsley Canal was constructed in the latter part of the 18th century and part of it, disused, can still be seen on the south-east edge of the wood.

In the early 20th century, a small area in the centre of the wood was planted with conifers. In the 1970s the whole wood was taken over by the Forestry Commission and much of it was replanted with softwood for commercial use.

Wakefield MDC acquired the site in 1991 and has been working to improve it for the benefit of the visiting public and its resident wildlife.

Friends of Haw Park Woods
Between 2003 and 2007 Wakefield Rotary Club undertook a Millennium Project to:- 

· restore one of Charles Waterton’s stone watchtowers  

· commission archaeological and biodiversity surveys, 

· erect interpretation boards, 

· design and print child friendly information leaflets, 

· organise walks, talks, workshops and education days 

· establish Friends of Haw Park Wood.

On June 13th 2006 at a meeting in Walton Hall, former home of Charles Waterton, several people signed up as Friends of Haw Park Wood.  A temporary committee was elected and, with the assistance of WMDC Countryside Service, a constitution was agreed and the Friends Group was established.

Meetings are held at the Discovery Centre in Anglers Country Park.  For more information e-mail the secretary on

kalos@fsmail.net
or check out the web page through Wakefield District Communities Online

www.wdco.org 

or drop a line to - 

PO Box 10, Crofton, Wakefield WF4 1YX
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Name   ……………………………………………………………
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Please tick as many boxes as apply.

Main Interests      
Amphibians
[  ]

Birds
[  ]

Flowers
[  ]

Fungi
[  ]

Insects
[  ]

Mammals
[  ]

Reptiles
[  ]

Trees
[  ]

Skills  
Administration
[  ]

Art & Design
[  ]

Database
[  ]

Giving Talks
[  ]

Leading Walks 
[  ]

Newsletter
[  ]

Photography
[  ]

Practical work
[  ]

Website
[  ]

Other
[  ]


…………………………………………………………..…….

………………………………………………………………...

