General Meeting
 Monday April 21st 2008 

The regular meeting of Altofts Residents Together was called to order at 19:40 on Monday April 21st 2008 at Lee Brig Working Men’s Club by Martin Walker, Chairman. 

1. Welcome

Members were welcomed to meeting by Chairman Martin Walker. For a list of people in attendance please see the register. 

2. Apologies 

Apologies were received from the people listed above.

3. Minutes of the last meeting

The minutes of the previous meeting were distributed and unanimously approved. The minutes were agreed to be accurate.

4. Matters Arising
Refuse Collections – There was an issue with the refuse collection on Coronation Avenue, access was compromised for the refuse vehicle as the road works were being completed on this day. A further issue that was raised was the leaving of bins at the road side/scattered on the pavement. This is causing a potential hazard as pedestrians have to talk around them, or walk on the road. The bins should be left in a safe place i.e. where they were collected from. The refuse collectors are cutting corners to get the job done as quickly as they can. As our collection day is on Friday and the refuse collectors are on the ‘task and finish’ scheme which means they can finish as soon as they have finished collecting on a Friday, they rush the job so that they can go home early. Cllr Box was to follow up these issues.

Gully/drain cleaning in Altofts – The gullies in back street locations are problematic areas to access, so using an initiative that has been trialled elsewhere the back streets will be cleared separately. There is a program in place for all drains to be cleared. This has begun in Altofts. Using the new approach no gullies should be left un-cleansed. 

Welbeck – Issues relating to Welbeck have been raised by RATS with the Environment Agency, in particular over the leachate.

Cllr Box has also written to the Environment Agency on similar lines to RATS and 4-5 weeks later no response has been received.

A paper has gone through WMDC that means the council can take direct enforcement action against Welbeck.

Any issues that local residents have with Welbeck should now also be raised with the local authority and they will also take on the battle with the Environment Agency.    
Dog Fouling -In recent weeks the dog warden has been seen patrolling the area, new notices have also been sprayed on the pavements indicating to dog owners that they should pick up any mess or they risk being fined.

Play Area – Altofts – Two local residents have contacted Peter Box about getting a children’s play area behind the Lee Brig WMC area. The group said they are willing to support this cause, but they will not be solely responsible for organising the fundraising for the play area, we need the support of the community. It was suggested that a separate group could be set up ‘friends of’ group. Peter Box was going to speak to the two residents concerned with this issue and if they agreed their details would be passed onto the chairman who could then contact them.

Lee Brigg Anti Social Behaviour – The groups of youths that caused problems outside the club area have started to congregate again. As the weather improves (and then evenings become lighter) these numbers are likely to escalate. This issue is to be passed onto the PCSO’s at the next NPT meeting.

Pavements at Lee Brigg – Moonaf has passed on this issue to one of his colleagues, he is going to look at the pavements after the meeting to see if anything has been done about the problem, he can the follow this up when he is back on the office.

Street Walk – A date has not yet bee agreed for when the street walk will take place, however when this has taken place the outcome will be relayed back to the group at the next meeting. It was requested that whilst on the street walk if the Pearson/Edward street areas drains could be looked at. This would be included on the street walk. 

Registering as a charity – We are currently seeking advice on the completion of these forms. Moonaf suggested that we should contact VAWD who can offer advice on this. Moonaf also said that if he could be of any help then feel free to contact him. 

Normanton Brickworks – The number of vehicles entering the site reduced considerably over the following days. This helped to reduce the amount of mud on the road, so no further action on this matter was taken. The group were informed that lorries were still entering the site, but they were now using an alternative entrance from Smirthwaite Estate.  

5. Local Planning Issues

Harrow House – David Fowles, Housing and Public Protection Officer at WMDC has been contacted again regarding this property. The property is still occupied even though assurance was given it would be vacated by January or at the latest February. The latest email from David Fowles states ‘they are going through the usual pre-notice requirements. I will be serving them within the next two weeks. Once they are served I can be far more detailed in my response.’
31 Drury Lane - The chairman has spoken with the Managing Director of the new business at 31 Drury Lane, they are hoping to be open for business (providing care for 6 adults with learning difficulties) within the next few weeks. 

33 Drury Lane/The Old Coach House – The HSE had to be contacted regarding an electrical cable that been run from Harrow House to the cabin on the Drury Lane site. This has now been removed. The HSE have also been made aware of the lack of safety equipment in use by the workforce. In addition to this Yorkshire Water were contacted who were aware that an application for work to be carried out on the water mains had been received, but no decision had been made about this, they were not aware that work had started, nor should it have started without the appropriate permission. 

Highways were also contacted over the amount of mud on the road, and the lack of provisions for cleaning it. Highways visited the site and informed the site manager of his responsibilities for ensuring the highways remains clean and clear from mud. 

Pope Street Update – A planning application had been received on 13th March 2008 which was for the erection of two stores offices (B1) with ancillary parking without compliance with condition 22 of planning permission 06/00772/FUL dated 19th October relating to hours of use.  They wished to extend the hours of opening to 07:00 hrs to 19:00 hrs. Progress will be monitored on this application. 
6. AOB

NTC/Paul Dainton – It was requested by Paul Dainton that the secretary wrote to Normanton Town Council regarding a meeting between RATS and the appointed members of the council. Several members attended the April Council meeting where the request for a meeting between Paul (RATS) and the Town Council had been received by Paul, in order to discuss issues relating to Welbeck. The response received from the council gave the impression that they had misinterpreted Paul’s intention for the meeting so the secretary wrote a letter to NTC to clarify the purpose of the proposed meeting. 

Lorries – There has been a noticed increase in the number of articulated lorries driving through the village. Members understand that there will be some lorries which have the need to pass through the village, but it is felt that some are simply using it as a shortcut. It was suggested that this problem should be passed onto one of the district councillors at our next meeting. 

VOX Showcase – On 29th April there will be a showcase event held on Normanton High Street, were local groups and organisation will be having stalls. It is a perfect opportunity for local groups to promote themselves, and as a way of creating links within the community. The chairman said he could attend the event, but was unable to commit to holding a stall due to other prior commitments. 

Traffic Island Signage at Patience Lane – The junction of High Green Road/Patience Lane is to receive new traffic signs. A no entry sign will be placed on the opposite side of the give way sign, indicating to drivers that they cannot enter from High Green Road this way. Lines will also be painted on the road surface to further demonstrate the road layout.
7. Next meeting

The next meeting is at19:30 on Monday 19th May 2008 at Lee Brig Working Men’s Club. The meeting was closed at 21:55 
All members attending were thanked for their attendance and contributions.
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