Annual General Meeting 
 Monday March 17th 2008 
The regular meeting of the Altofts Residents Together was called to order at 19:40 on Monday March 17th 2008 at Lee Brig Working Men’s Club by Martin Walker, Chairman. 
1. Welcome
Members were welcomed to the Annual General Meeting by Chairman Martin Walker. For a list of people in attendance please see the register. The invited guests were introduced; Cllr Peter Box, PCSO’s Caroline Hall, Carl Brookes, Nikki Dexter and Paul McKim, and Cllr Travis, a regular at our meetings. 
2. Apologies 
Apologies were received from the people listed above.

3. Minutes of the last meeting

The minutes of the previous meeting were distributed and unanimously approved. The minutes were agreed to be accurate.

3. A. Matters Arising

The chairman requested that an additional item be added to this evening’s agenda. 

Dog Fouling – Cllr Darran Travis has been in contact with the relevant people. They informed him that in order for penalties to be issued evidence is required.

Pavements – The issue with the pavements at the bungalows on Lee Brigg has been taken on by Moonaf Dabharia, who works for WDH. He assured members of the group that the problem would be sorted.

Street Sweeper – This matter relates to the planned walk of the streets between Cllr Travis and representatives of the group. Cllr Travis is going to contact the Chairman with a list of dates after the meeting.

Invitations to Councillors – Invitations were sent to both Cllr Peter Box and Cllr Heather Hudson, a response was received promptly from Cllr Box, Heather Hudson did not reply to the invitation. 

River Calder Spillage – A letter was sent to the Wakefield Express about the spillage by Welbeck into the River Calder. 

Drain Cleaning – A letter from the group was sent to WMDC about the lack of drain cleaning in the area. Although no direct response was received to this letter, the drain cleaning team have been cleaning some drains in the area. Although there were some issues with them not cleaning the mess up that they were leaving after cleaning the drains. Cllr Box was shown photographs of the debris that was left behind. He was to follow this up to make sure that it was cleaned up. The secretary was to email Cllr Box with the photographs and an exact location of the mess. 

Lee Brigg Anti Social Behaviour – As the PCSO’s were present at the meeting the matter of anti social behaviour around the Lee Brig Working Men’s Club area was brought to their attention. The PCSO’s said that they weren’t on shift on this occasion. If they had been aware they would have attended.  
The PCSO’s urged members to report any incidents of Anti Social Behaviour to the NPT, or alternatively the chairman said if people preferred to contact him he would pass on any issues to the PCSO’s at the regular NPT meetings. 

If any member does report any instance of anti social behaviour to the police make sure that they record their log number, this can be passed onto the PCSO’s they can then look into the matter.

Station Road – School Parking Issues – The matter of the issues with cars parking on station road during the end of school has been highlighted again. The PCSO’s informed the group that the school were currently liaising with Lidl to set up the park and stride partnership. The PCSO’s are going to monitor the problem of cars causing obstructions during the highlighted times. They previously issued advisory leaflets to schools informing about parking. They have plans to issue another similar leaflet, once it has been approved.  
Lee Brigg Hotel Development – The application on this site has been passed and the issues that were raised have been taken into consideration by the Planning Department. 
There is to be a footpath through the site (where the original walkway is situated) 

Normanton Town Council – A meeting between NTC, Waste Recycling Group (WRG) and the Environment Agency was held on 26th February. At this meeting Cllr Graham Milner asked the Environment Agency how many breaches of the conditions had taken place and how many prosecutions had come from these breaches. The information at that time was not available. 
Cllr Box had recently spoken with Paul Dainton about the potential problems and leaching at Welbeck site. Mr Box has requested information.

A paper is currently going through the council which means the council will be responsible to take action if there are any breaches this should be going through within two weeks.
Peter Box is to forward a copy of this paper and he will also forward a copy of the reply he receives from the Environment Agency to the letter that he has sent.

Harrow House – It was stated that the building was to be vacated by the end of January or at the latest the end of February, this has not happened. David Fowles was contacted about this, as he is aware of the case, he has been asked to keep us updated with any information he may have.

A reply from Mr Fowles stated ‘We have served notice to confirm full ownership details. These have been returned and I am now preparing the Housing Act 2004 notices and will be serving these hopefully within the next few weeks. Please give me a nudge in a few weeks and I will be able to update you exactly on what timescales the notices will specify.
31 Drury Lane – The planning portal is not showing any change on the decision for this planning application. Cllr Box informed us that he would get us a written update on the situation.
Annual Business
Treasurers Report – The treasurer presented members with a copy of the annual accounts and informed members of the financial position of the group. The treasurer asked if any member had any questions about the accounts. 

Committee nominations/elections – As no written nominations had been received verbal nominations would be accepted for positions. 

Chairman – Martin Walker was nominated as chairman. Martin was voted in as chairman for a second year.

Vice Chairman – James Morris was nominated as vice chairman. James Morris was voted in as vice chairman for a second year.

Secretary – James Walker was nominated as Secretary. James Walker was voted in as secretary for a second year.

Treasurer – Dianne Walker was nominated as Treasurer. Dianne Walker was voted in as Treasurer for a second year.

Press Relations Officer – Paul Dainton was nominated in his absence for the position of Press Relations Officer, he was voted in by members subject to his acceptance. 

Advisor to the Chair – Bill Bowling was nominated for this position. Bill was voted in as Advisor to the chair for a second year.

Committee Members
1) Nikki Dexter - PCSO

2) Jonny Whalley – Club Contact

3) Michael Froggett

4) Paul Rotherham

5) Tony Wood

6) Bill Wood

7) Margaret Bowling

8) Rory Liffen
8. AOB
Charity – It was suggested that the group should investigate the possibility of registering the group as a recognised charity. 

Traffic Island – Patience Lane – It was questioned at the meeting as to whether a No Entry traffic sign could be installed at the traffic island at the junction of Patience Lane/High Green Road, as numerous vehicles have been seen to use the wrong side of the island, which is a highly dangerous manoeuvre. Bill Bowling is to send a map to Cllr Box.

Garden Bins – Margaret Bowling did not get her garden waste bin emptied on the scheduled day. She contacted the council over this matter; it became clear that the whole street had been missed out on the collection. They were to come on Saturday to empty her bin, this did not happen, she followed it up with another phone call today. The response to this phone call was that she did not have a garden bin according to the computer. 
James Morris added that certain streets had never been delivered a garden waste bin when other streets locally all had them. Cllr Box was to follow this up.

Paper Bins – The bungalows on Coronation Avenue did not have their waste paper bins emptied. This was due to the fact that they had been issued with the wrong calendar. They requested new calendars but only one could be sent out so it was photocopied and passed around.

Normanton Brick Works – Several residents had complaints about the number of lorries accessing the brick works, and particularly the ones driving through Altofts. They are leaving large amounts of mud on the road and no sweeper is cleaning up after them. This was to be followed up by contacting the contractors.

Chairman’s Report

All members were thanked for their attendance over the year. There were also some individual words of thanks. The PCSO’s were thanked for their services and support over the year. Bill Bowling was thanked for his advice and contributions over the year. James Morris was thanked for his contributions as Vice Chairman and all the time and effort he has put into helping the group. Paul Dainton was thanked for his commitment to the group and for his assistance and dedication over the past year. Ian Garratt was thanked for his work over the past few years, for all his help and advice – even if it is not within his remit he takes on the job. Mr David Fowles was also thanked for his help and support over the recent months. All District and Town Councillors that have regularly attended meetings were thanked for all of their support over the year. The treasurer was thanked for her excellent bookkeeping over the past year. The secretary was thanked for his contributions over the past year. 
9. Next meeting

The next meeting is at19:30 on Monday 21st April 2008 at Lee Brig Working Men’s Club. The meeting was closed at 21:00
All members attending were thanked for their attendance and contributions.
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