Altofts Residents Together 
General Meeting 
Meeting Minutes
Monday January 21st 2008 
Opening:

The regular meeting of the Altofts Residents Together was called to order at 19:37 on Monday January 21st 2008 at Lee Brig Working Men’s Club by Martin Walker, Chairman
Present:

Martin Walker – Chairman

James Morris – Vice Chair

James Walker – Secretary

Dianne Walker – Treasurer 
Paul Dainton – Press Relations 

Bill Bowling – Advisor to the Chair 

Margaret Bowling 

Michael Froggett 
Maureen Froggett 

Eve Farrar

Avril Kappes 

Julie Grinsill 

Johnny Whalley

Paul Rotherham 

Cllr Darran Travis

Cllr Michael Burch – N.T.C
Cllr Heather Hudson – N.T.C 

Cllr Bill Wood – N.T.C 
Tony Wood

Brian Jones

Yvonne Bedford

Terry Bedford

Michael Davies

John Stead

Helen Stead

Barbara

Rae Sewell

Melanie Sewell 

Barry Morton

Moonaf Deverah - WDH
Andy Sloughter

Rory Liffen

Kate Garland

Yvonne Sanderson 

Shirley Lewis

Dave Lewis

Gill Gough

Richard Gough

Keith Garside
Carole Barrett 

Steve Stanley

Mrs Stanley

Ellen Wilson

Daz Thompson
Casey Thompson 


A. Approval of Minutes
The minutes of the previous meeting were distributed and unanimously approved. The minutes were agreed to be accurate.

B. Matters Arising
The matters arising of the previous meeting were deferred until the end of the meeting. This allowed the items on the agenda which were advertised, to be discussed first.

C. Agenda Items

Item 4) Development at Lee Brigg Hotel
Everybody was welcomed to the meeting and a brief introduction was given about the group to those that had not attended before.

Those in attendance were informed that the plans had been viewed in detail by a number of the members of the group and under planning law everything appears to meet planning criteria. However this does not mean that people may still have individual objections to the development for their own reasons. 

The first point to be raised was the number of bedrooms and the number of storeys that the proposed development was to have. It has been proposed there are 2 1 bedroom apartments and 9 2 bedroom apartments. The building will be 3 storeys. 
The next issue to be raised was the parking. This under planning regulations is adequate because the current regulations state there must be 0.75 parking spaces per dwelling, so 8 parking spaces is adequate in this sense for 11 apartments. There may be a chance of getting the number of designated parking spaces increased as part of the development. 

The main access from the site has been removed from Lee Brigg (main road) and to use Brook Street instead. 

From the interpretation of the documents submitted with the planning application it appears that there will be emergency access points from both entrances to the site and the refuse bins will be taken to the front onto Lee Brigg. 

Concerns were raised over the issue of using the site as a through route to the Post Office and Doctors, in particular for the elderly people in the area. The group were informed that there is no current public right of way on the site. However it could be suggested in objection letters that a public right of way is instated. 

The group were informed that there is a covenant on the car park which prevents building on it. This has significantly reduced the density of the development at the site. 
Residents had concerns over whether these apartments were going to be for sale or if they were to be rented out and concerns of who they were going to be let out to. This is not a planning issue and the planning department have no control over this. The residents could contact the developer to request this information. 
Item 5) Development at 33 Drury Lane

Several members of the group viewed these plans at Newton Bar. This development was passed for 17 dwellings, 2 of these under the new application are to be substituted for 2 blocks of apartments. 

The main issued with this planning application for the substitution are; the properties are going from 2 ½ storeys to three storeys, under the original application the rooms in the roof space were to be bedrooms, now there are proposed as living space. This causes a problem for one local resident who will have a living space from one of the apartments overlooking his property (bedroom).

The chairman informed the group that he will be writing to the planning department to object about the highways issues that will be caused by the increase in occupation and the number of parking spaces provided. 

There were a few discrepancies with the plans including the net gain which is 8 not 6 as declared on the plans. The square footage of the site is declared wrong on the plans. 
D. Matters Arising
Harrow House
David Fowles (WMDC Housing and Public Protection) who attended the November meeting made a site visit to Harrow House. He can confirm that it is in fact a House of Multiple Occupation (HMO). Sunil Nursiah was also present at the visit and he informed Mr Fowles that he had moved people out from the property into others, which he was in the process of renovating and improving. He confirmed that Harrow House will be vacated by the end of January or February. 

The wall at 33 Drury which was damaged and posing a potential hazard has been rectified by Mr Nursiah after complaints were made to the highways department about the wall. 

The community chest application has been passed, at this stage we are not aware of the exact figure but it is in the region of £900.00. 

Coronation Avenue  
There is no update at this time about the parking near the bungalows as Paul Rotherham and Cllr Darran Travis had already left the meeting before this came up on the agenda. 
E. Any Other Business
Dog Fouling 
A number of residents have highlighted that there is an issue with the bins that are provided for dog fouling, they are not been emptied regularly, people are allowing their dogs to foul on the pole that holds the bin.  It was suggested that the cleansing department be contacted. 
Lee Brigg – Bungalows Pavement 
The pavements outside the bungalows on Lee Brigg are in need of attention. They have been replaced partly but the worst areas have been left, in particular outside number 16 Lee Brigg. 

Street Sweeper
In recent months the level of street sweeping has decreased once more. There was a suggestion that the group should invite members of the council to have a walk around the area, in particular Lee Brigg towards the school as this is in a very poor state. 

If they were unable to carry out this walk then photographs could be sent to them. The pavements are also in a similar state in this area. 
Contact Details
The chairman told the group that if anyone had any further concerns after the meeting that they could speak to him. He would make his phone number available to those that wanted it after the meeting. 
The meeting was closed at 21:54
All members attending were thanked for their attendance and contributions.

The next general meeting will be at 19:30 on Monday 18th February 2008 at Lee Brig Working Men’s Club.

Minutes submitted by:
James Walker

Approved by:


Apologies:


PCSO Carl Brookes		 		    PCSO Caroline Hall


Shirley Rotherham 			    Lorna Angood


Arthur Bastow 
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